A survey of the use of dentin-bonding systems in Denmark.
Dentin-bonding systems, which usually involve multistep procedures, are relatively new in dentistry. This study was conducted to survey dental practitioners in Denmark concerning their use of dentin-bonding systems. A questionnaire regarding dentin-bonding systems was distributed to dentists at an annual dental conference, and 462 dentists were included in the survey. Dentin-bonding systems were used by 99% of the dentists. Twenty-one different dentin-bonding systems were being used, with six of the systems being used by 78% of the dentists. Of the 456 dentists who used a dentin-bonding system, 77% recalled a clinical procedure for their dentin-bonding system that was in accordance with the written instructions of the manufacturer. The degree to which the dentists complied with the instructions for use, was influenced by the number of operating steps involved for a given dentin-bonding system, by the frequency with which the dentin-bonding system was used, and by the degree to which the dentist was satisfied with the instructions for use provided by the manufacturer. The frequency with which dentin-bonding systems were used, was influenced by year of graduation, place of work, and gender of the dentist. Further studies, which focus on the adherence of dental practitioners to instruction manuals are warranted as are investigations of the potential clinical consequences of incorrect use of dentin-bonding systems.